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Greetings  Friends  (^Neighbors!  i  Bienuenidos!  Mabu  hay!  BON  GIORNO! 

MAY  1996  A.ZT 

SMPIC  ANNUAL  POTLUCK  DINNER 

TUES.  MAY  14th  6:30 

Please  join  us  for  a  poduck  dinner  at  our  next  meeting.  The  dinner  is  scheduled  at  6:30  pm  instead  of  our 
usual  7:30  pm  meeting  time.  There  will  be  an  abbreviated  ten-minute  meeting  before  the  poduck.  This  is  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  meet  your  neighbors  and  sample  some  great  cuisine.  Please  bring  your  own  plates 
and  eating  utensils  aid  a  dish  to  share.  There  will  be  some  paper  goods  available  but  please  bring  your  own 
plates  and  eating  utensils,  if  possible.  Beverages  will  be  furnished  by  the  chib. 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 

Good  News!  Capt.  Michael  Dower  of  Ingleside 
Station  has  informed  us  that  the  gang  activity  on 
Mission/Crescent/Richland  has,  over  the  past  2 
months,  been  reduced  to  practically  nothing  thanks 
to  the  police  H.I.T.  team  (High  Crime  Intensity 
Team)  consisting  of  two  Sgts.  and  six  plain-clothes 
officers  headed  by  Sgt.  Bob  Delton.  Our  participa¬ 
tion  in  alerting  the  police  through  the  non-emer¬ 
gency  line  (553-0123)  helped  to  pinpoint  problems. 
Sixty-five  gang  members  were  cited  during  these 
months.  The  police  are  also  conducting  nightly  walk 
through  patrols  of  the  park.  We  have  won  a  small 
battle  but  continued  vigilance  is  necessary  to  win  the 
war.  St  Mary’s  Park  residents  are  urged  to  attend  the 
Police  Community  Liaison  Meeting  every  third 
Tuesday  at  7PM  at  Ingleside  Station  where  Capt. 
Dower  and  his  officers  relate  progress  and  take  ques¬ 
tions  and  complaints.  Remember,  that  in  order  to 
maintain  high  police  activity,  we  need  to  report  any 
suspicious  activity. 

In  these  difficult  times,  community  unity  of  pur¬ 
pose  is  more  important  than  ever.  Some  residents, 
because  of  unfamiliarity  with  community  involve¬ 
ment,  or  different  cultural  backgrounds  may  be 
uncomfortable  stepping  forward.  It  is  important  for 
all  members  of  our  community  to  participate. 
Perennial  issues  of  traffic  flow,  crime  prevention, 
parking,  and  the  question  of  how  the  park  islands  are 
to  be  maintained  are  in  need  of  discussion  and  plan¬ 
ning  at  our  monthly  meetings.  All  residents  of  the 
park,  regardless  of  whether  they  own  or  rent,  are 
equally  important  and  necessary  to  achieve  our  goal 
of  a  safe,  attractive  community. 

The  Neighborhood  Watch  program  is  finally  getting 
started.  We  have  several  volunteer  block  captains 


June  1st  Parkwide  Garage  Sale 

Clean  out  those  closets.  Drag  out  your  best  junk. 
It’s  time  for  the  St.  Mary’s  Park  garage  sale.  We’ll 
have  ads  in  the  papers  and  we’ll  put  up  flyers  in 
key  local  businesses. 

We’re  expecting  a  big 
tumoutl  Don’t  be  left 
out.  Participate!  Send 
$15  to  St.  Mary’s  Park£ 

Improvement  Club  c/o 
Barbara  Aspelin,  1  Justin  Drive  to  sign  up.  You’ll 
receive  our  fantastic  garage  sale  survival  kit  and 
you’ll  have  a  successful  garage  sale  because  of 
our  neighborhood-wide  advertising.  For  more 
information,  call  Barbara  at  647-1888  or  Jonna  at 
285-7425. 


President's  Message  cont 

(list  in  newsletter)  but  we  need  a  few  more.  Each  cap¬ 
tain  will  contact  households  on  their  block  to  collect 
information  and  recruit  participation. 

This  year  we  hope  to  stress  community  events  like  the 
Easter  Egg  Hunt,  the  upcoming  Garage  Sale,  a  Clean- 
Up  Children’s  Park  Day  and  a  September  picnic.  We 
feel  that  the  emphasis  should  be  on  children  since  par¬ 
ents  become  acquainted  through  their  children. 

Perennial  issues  of  traffic  flow,  parking  &  how  the 
Park  islands  are  to  be  maintained  are  in  need  of  discus¬ 
sion  and  planning  at  our  monthly  meetings.  You’ll  find 
updates  on  some  of  these  issues  in  this  newsletter. 

One  of  our  residents  wishes  us  to  save  Campbell  soup 
labels  for  a  school  project.  My  apologies  to  her  as  I 
have  lost  her  name.  However,  please  bring  those  labels 
to  the  meeting  or  put  them  through  my  mail  slot  (301 
College). 

Graham  Beaumont,  President 


CRIME  WATCH  UPDATE 

Overall,  crime  was  down  in  April  compared  to  last  year. 
However,  April  was  a  busy  month  for  car  thieves  in  our 
neighborhood.  Several  vehicles  were  stolen  on  Benton, 
College  and  Murray.  In  fact,  auto  thefts  are  4  times 
higher  when  compared  with  April  last  year.  Though 
many  cars  were  ultimately  recovered,  they  were  usually 
in  pretty  bad  shape.  Lock  your  car,  don’t  leave  valuables 
in  it,  use  a  Club  or  other  theft  deterrent  devise,  and  be 
on  the  alert.  There  was  also  a  burglary  on  Genebern 
early  in  April  and  an  incident  of  vandalism  on  Agnon 
later  in  the  month.  Crime  stats  courtesy  of  Officer  Sarin, 
Ingleside  Station. 


HAVE  YOU  PAID  YOUR  DUES? 

A  little  over  half  (52%)  of  the  households  in  St. 
Mary’s  Park  have  paid  their  annual  $20  dues.  We  need 
everyone’s  participation!  If  you  haven’t  yet  paid, 
please  write  a  check  right  now  to  SMPIC  and  mail  it 
to  410  Justin  Drive.  Keep  the  club  a  vital  part  of  your 
neighborhood. 


Concerning  the  Benton  Island 

by  The  Volunteers  of  Benton  Island 

Many  questions  were  asked  and  concerns  expressed 
last  meeting  about  the  direction  of  the  Benton  Island. 

All  the  islands  are  mowed  and  maintained  by  Jeff  Mila 
and  his  son.  There  are  three  volunteers  on  the  Benton 
Island  that  water,  weed  and  mulch  around  the  trees. 
These  individuals  are  Ethan  Lucas,  Eve  Aylward  and 
Mary  Hood.  As  many  of  you  have  noticed,  circles  have 
recently  been  dug  out  around  the  trees.  This  was  done  to 
allow  for  mulching  of  the  trees  to  make  them  healthier. 
The  tree  that  was  topped  this  last  Winter  and  the  older 
taller  tree  will  be  trimmed  by  the  city  sometime  this 
Summer.  The  tree  at  the  most  West  point  of  the  island  is 
being  shapped.  The  first  of  three  trimmings  was  done 
last  Fall,  the  second  will  be  done  this  Fall  and  the  last 
trimming  will  be  done  in  the  Fall  of  '97.  If  you  see  any 
of  the  volunteers  working  on  the  Benton  Island,  please 
feel  free  to  acknowledge  their  efforts  and/or  ask  them 
questions.  It  would  also  be  grand  if  anyone  on  Benton 
or  in  the  Park  would  be  interested  in  helping  them.  Just 
talk  with  Ethan  Lucas  the  next  time  you  see  him  work¬ 
ing  on  the  island. 


I 


Volunteer  Neighborhood  Watch 
I  Block  Captains 

[Several  Park  neighbors  have  volunteered  to  be 
jblock  captains,  organizing  their  blocks  for  the 

■  o  xi t  a.  i_ t  t *1 1*4.  _r 
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Safe  Watch  program.  Here’s  the  current  list  of 


.block  captains.  If  there  isn’t  a  capatain  for  your 
•block,  how  about  volunteering?  It’s  not  difficult 
land  it’s  a  great  way  to  meet  all  of  your  neighbors. 
|For  more  information,  contact  Graham  Beaumont. 


200  block  of  College 


boo  block  of  College 

I 

J400  block  of  College 

I 

j500  block  of  College 

I 

jO-99  Justin 
1 100  block  of  Justin 

I 

|0-99  Benton 
jAgnon  Avenue 


Patrick  Nonan 
824-3461 

Graham  Beaumont 
469-7801 
Guido  Guinasso 
585-3187 
George  Chen 
239-0702 
Mario  Contreras 
587-7759 
Bill  Fossett 
334-7133 
Gloria  Ambra 
584-2905 
Jonna  Ramey 
285-7425 


NEW  ADDITIONS 

Congratulations  to  Robin 
Lowey  &  Pam  Waterstone  on 
the  birth  of  their  son,  Samuel 
Lowey  Waterstone.  Sam  was 
bom  on  April  4th. 

Also . a  proud  grandmother 

at  50  Justin.  Pat  Raush  has  a 
new  grandson,  Ryan 
Anthony,  bom  February  17. 


CONDOLENCES 

Sadly,  we  note  the  passing  of  Mrs.  Alice  Quinn,  a 
long  time  Park  resident.  Our  condolences  to  her 
family. 
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SIGN  UP  FOR  THE 
GARAGE  SALE 
AND  PAY  YOUR 
REGISTRATION  FEE  AT  THE  POTLUCK. 
Deadling  for  registering  is  May  24th! 

Neighbors  Pitch  In  and  Clean  Up 

May  4th  and  5th  was  designated  as  our  annual  clean 
up  the  neighborhood  weekend.  Many  thanks  to  all  those 
who  volunteered  to  work  on  the  islands  and  to  everyone 
who  cleaned  up  their  own  yards.  Things  are  looking 
pretty  good.  Our  property  values  and  low  crime  depends  a 
lot  on  a  “high  curb  appeal”  on  the  properties  as  motorists 
travel  through  the  park.  Special  thanks  to  Mario  Contreras 
for  printing  the  flyer  and  Guido  Guinasso  and  his  crew 
for  organizing  the  pick  up  of  the  trash. 


Being  A  Good  Neighbor 

by  George  Chen  &  Jeff  Mila 

Many  people  in  the  park 
work  odd  hours  and  may 
be  sleeping  during  the 
day.  Please  ask  your 
friends,  relatives  or  anyone  who  may  be  coming  to 
pick  you  up  to  please  ring  your  doorbell  instead  of 
honking.  Be  respectful  of  your  neighbor.  Also,  a 
reminder  for  dog  owners.  If  you're  walking  your 
dog  in  and  around  the  residential  area  or  park, 
please  carry  a  plastic  bag  with  you  and  scoop  your 
dog's  poop. 

[Jacob  Wolf]  whoTivesT  at  j  “loorincf1 

jfor  a  couple  original  interior  doors  for  his 
{home.  If  you  have  a  door  in  your  garage  that  j 
•you  don’t  need  and  would  like  to  sell,  give  i 

■Jacob  a  call  at  821-1260.  ■ 
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Stop  Sign  Update 

Vice  President  George  Chen  report¬ 
ed  that  the  requested  stop  sign  for 
Murray  and  College  Streets  is  in  the 
process  of  being  approved.  The 
paperwork  has  to  travel  through 
several  City  offices  for  signatures. 

Bill  Fosset  volunteer  to  draft  a  letter 
to  Supervisor  Kevin  Shelley  asking 
him  to  see  if  he  can  speed  up  the 
process. 


President's  Garden  Awards 

Many  front  yards  in  the  Park  are  very  beautiful. 
Just  now  we  are  instituting  a  monthly  President's 
Garden  Award.  Several  garden  displays  will  be 
honored  in  the  monthly  newsletter.  For  May  we 
salute  51  Benton,  Karen  Benevides  and  Chandran 
Shannyam,  for  huge  color  with  lilac,  iris  and 
Spanish  flag;  212  &  206  Justin,  The  Tallerios  for  a 
profusion  of  color  and  great  roses;  225  Genebern, 
Hilaria  Pulido  for  a  miracle  of  ivy  geraniums. 
Congratulations.  And,  thanks  to  everyone  for 
beautifying  the  Park  and  brightening  our  day! 

Recreation  Center  Update 

Play  ball!  Summer  leagues  are  starting  up 
soon.  Girls  softball  and  boys  baseball  will  be 
offered  at  the  Park.  Come  down  to  the  Rec 
Center  to  sign  up.  Also,  the  Rec  Center  is 
looking  for  a  good  used  sofa.  If  you  have  one 
to  donate,  contact  Paula  at  695-5006. 

SPOTLIGHT  ON  PARK  BELL  ADVERTISERS 

We  thought  our  readers  might  like  to  learn  more  about 
the  companies  who  support  our  newsletter  with  their 
advertising.  This  month's  spotlight  is  on  Lawson 
Roofing. 

The  Lawson  Roofing  Company  is  probably  our  oldest 
advertiser,  having  been  established  in  1907.  Lawson 
Roofing  is  a  family-owned  business,  run  by  Richard  & 
Frank  Jr.,  third  generation  Lawsons.  Lawson  Roofing 
does  all  kinds  of  roofs,  both  commercial  and  residen¬ 
tial,  and  serves  the  entire  Bay  Area  from  their 
Tennessee  Street  office.  The  company  employs  about 
65  people. 

Richard  Lawson  offers  some  tips  for  homeowners; 
After  a  windy  day,  get  up  on  your  roof  and  check  your 
drains  and  gutters  for  debris.  Clogged  drain  spouts  can 
cause  problems,  allowing  rainwater  to  build  up  on  the 
roof  and  flood  your  home  interior.  He  recommends 
having  your  roof  inspected  by  a  professional  every  4-5 
years  when  it’s  new,  and  every  year  if  it’s  very  old. 
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